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Norm Eisen is not merely a legal scholar or ethics advocate; he is a seasoned political operative with a singular focus—

using the legal system as a weapon to neutralize conservative opponents, particularly Donald Trump. From his early days 

as co-founder of Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) to his tenure as impeachment counsel 

against Trump, Eisen has constructed a career at the intersection of lawfare and political strategy. His legacy is not one of 

neutral legal advocacy but of leveraging institutions, litigation and media to shape political outcomes in favor of the 

Democratic establishment. 

Eisen’s legal warfare began in earnest with the creation of CREW, an organization branded as a nonpartisan watchdog but 

demonstrably dedicated to targeting Republicans while shielding Democrats. Under Eisen’s leadership, CREW became a 

central hub for left-wing lawfare, filing at least 180 lawsuits against Trump and his associates. The organization’s funding 

reveals its allegiances: millions from progressive megadonors, including George Soros’s Open Society Foundations. This 

financial backing allowed CREW to function as a legal weapon of the Democratic Party, executing an aggressive strategy 

to tie up Republican leaders in endless legal battles. 

Beyond domestic legal maneuvering, Eisen’s expertise extends into a more insidious realm—color revolutions. A color 

revolution is a method of regime change that relies not on direct military intervention but on protests, media narratives, 

election disputes and legal challenges to delegitimize and ultimately remove a leader. The method was employed in 

Ukraine’s 2004 Orange Revolution, Georgia’s Rose Revolution, and various other upheavals in Eastern Europe. Eisen, a 

scholar of such tactics, formalized his understanding of these methods in his 2019 publication, The Democracy Playbook, 

which outlines strategies to counter so-called authoritarian regimes. The document details how to use media 

coordination, civil unrest and legal warfare to undermine incumbents. When viewed through the lens of domestic U.S. 

politics, the parallels between this playbook and the campaign to delegitimize Trump are striking. 

The campaign against Trump took shape in multiple phases, each mirroring a component of a foreign color revolution. 

First, a coordinated narrative was constructed: Trump was branded as an authoritarian, unfit for office. This messaging 

was not organic but meticulously built through partnerships between legacy media, intelligence agencies and left-wing 

activist groups. The Russia collusion hoax, the Charlottesville smear and manipulated polling data all contributed to this 

perception. Eisen and his allies understood that public opinion had to be shaped well before an electoral dispute could 

arise. 

Second, media and technology firms ensured that dissenting voices were systematically suppressed. Big Tech companies 

played a decisive role in curating political discourse, suppressing unfavorable narratives while amplifying anti-Trump 

messaging. Twitter and Facebook, for instance, colluded with intelligence agencies to censor the Hunter Biden laptop 

story under the pretext of combating misinformation, a move that undoubtedly influenced voter perception in 2020. This 
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aligned with Eisen’s broader strategy—control the channels of information to prevent an alternative narrative from 

gaining traction. 

Third, a legal and procedural groundwork was established to preemptively frame Trump’s election challenges as 

illegitimate. Eisen was a key figure in the Transition Integrity Project (TIP), a group that “war-gamed” potential election 

crises months before the 2020 vote. The TIP simulations invariably painted Trump as the aggressor who would contest a 

legitimate election outcome, conditioning the public to view any Republican objections as dangerous. This preemptive 

framing was essential to ensuring that challenges to irregularities in 2020 would be dismissed as baseless conspiracy 

theories. 

Then came the mobilization phase. As seen in foreign color revolutions, protests and mass demonstrations were crucial 

to the strategy. The summer of 2020 saw the eruption of Black Lives Matter and antifa riots across the country, cloaked 

under the guise of social justice but functionally serving as a pressure campaign against Trump. Corporate media, which 

had spent years branding Trump supporters as fascists, now framed left-wing rioters as noble resistors. This was 

reminiscent of the tactics used in Ukraine, where foreign-backed activist groups coordinated unrest to challenge an 

incumbent’s legitimacy. Eisen’s deep connections to the NGO world, including groups like Freedom House and the 

German Marshall Fund, underscore his proximity to these international protest orchestration efforts. 

Eisen’s most direct involvement, however, came in the legal battlefield. He was instrumental in crafting the first 

impeachment of Donald Trump, an effort he had been preparing before the Ukrainian phone call was even public. He had 

drafted multiple articles of impeachment in advance, demonstrating that the impeachment effort was a foregone 

conclusion rather than a legitimate inquiry. After the Senate acquitted Trump, Eisen continued his campaign, authoring A 

Case for the American People, a book designed to reinforce the impeachment narrative and keep public opinion primed 

for further legal challenges. 

Following Trump’s departure from office, Eisen and his network pivoted to new fronts. His organization, CREW, 

spearheaded the attempt to remove Trump from the 2024 ballot via a novel interpretation of the 14th Amendment. This 

lawsuit, filed in Colorado, attempted to bar Trump on the basis of “insurrection,” leveraging the January 6th Capitol riot 

as justification. This effort failed at the U.S. Supreme Court, but it showcased Eisen’s ongoing strategy: if an opponent 

cannot be defeated at the ballot box, remove him through judicial mechanisms. 

Eisen’s legal warfare extends beyond Trump. His fingerprints are found in broader efforts to entrench bureaucratic power 

against conservative challenges. His State Democracy Defenders group, for example, is engaged in shielding FBI and DOJ 

officials from scrutiny, arguing that a future Trump administration would unjustly purge them. This aligns with Eisen’s 

consistent objective: to preserve the institutional power of the left while curtailing the ability of conservative figures to 

challenge or reform these institutions. 

Norm Eisen’s career is a study in how legal mechanisms can be weaponized for political ends. He operates at the nexus of 

Democratic mega-donors, activist organizations and media institutions, ensuring that his strategies are well-funded and 

broadly amplified. His role in shaping narratives, crafting legal pretexts and coordinating opposition movements reveals a 

methodical, long-term effort to control the direction of American governance through judicial and procedural means. He 

is not merely a lawyer; he is the legal hatchet man of the globalist left, executing a campaign to neutralize Trump and his 

movement through relentless lawfare. In Eisen’s world, the rule of law is not a principle but a tool, selectively applied to 

achieve ideological supremacy. 
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