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Saying that his idea of public service is to "get in, do what you can and get
out," Elbert County Commissioner Kurt Schlegel confirmed on Dec. 31 that
he does not plan to run for re-election in 2014.

During his first three years in office, the District 2 commissioner has been a
lightning rod for controversy. The blunt-spoken, retired Marine has been the
target of lawsuits and a short-lived recall effort in 2012.

"I've done the best I can and think I've helped move the county forward,"
Schlegel said. "I learned long ago that you can't make everybody happy. I
know not everybody likes me but I hope everybody respects me."

Schlegel, 56, said recently that he continues to spend more time than he would like "reacting" to
accusations and criticism from constituents.

"Going in to this, I knew what I was taking on and that it was going to be a difficult job," Schlegel said.
"I've never shied away from challenges...But now I realize why people don't run for elected office."

Schlegel, who worked as a firefighter for much of his career - and was one of the earliest and most vocal
proponents of the Tea Party in Elbert County - lives in Elkhorn Ranch, in the northwest corner of the
county.

In addition to the $49,600-a-year salary he's paid as a commissioner, he also owns a public safety
consulting firm and travels frequently.

"These last few years while I've worked for the county, I've taken a little hit in my bank account," he said
several months ago. "I've only got so many good working years ahead of me."

Schlegel said he informed his fellow commissioners and county Republican chairman Scott Wills of his
decision several weeks ago.

"I'm at a point in my life where my business is doing better and I can see some new doors opening for
me," Schlegel said. "I'll finish out my fourth year and move on. It's time to make way for other ideas and
fresh faces."
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